MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE

808 Pope Leo III, speaking to Charles of the measures which he
was taking for the defence of the Italian coast, begged him to
make himself responsible for Corsica.1 As a matter of fact, we
find that in 809 and 810 the Saracens occupied Corsica and
Sardinia.

The situation was aggravated when Africa, the victim of endemic
disturbances, was organized under the dynasty of the Aghlabites,
who acknowledged the Caliph of Baghdad, Haroun-al-Raschid.

In 812 the Saracens of Africa, despite the arrival of a Greek
fleet, commanded by a patrician and reinforced by vessels from
Gaeta and Amalfi, pillaged the islands of Lampedusa, Ponza and
Ischia. Leo II put the coasts of Italy in a state of defence,2 and the
Emperor sent him his cousin Wala to assist him. Charles also
entered into negotiations with the patrician George, but the latter
concluded a ten years' truce with the enemy. However, the truce
was disregarded, and the naval war continued; even the destruc-
tion by a tempest of a Saracen fleet of a hundred ships in 813 only
checked for a time the razzias of the Spanish Arabs, who continued
to pillage Civita Vecchia, Nice, Sardinia, and Corsica, from which
they returned with five hundred captives.

In the midst of these wars, however, some diplomatic approaches
were attempted. As early as 765 Pippin had sent an embassy to
Baghdad. In 768 he received, in Aquitaine, envoys from the
Saracens of Spain, who came through Marseilles. In 810 Haroun-
al-Raschid despatched an embassy to Charlemagne, and he, in 812,
signed a treaty with the Spanish El-Hakem.

These various endeavours, however, led to nothing. And Charle-<
magne, incapable of resisting the Musulman fleets, was compelled
more and more to resign himself to the defensive, parrying with
difficulty the blows which he received.

After Ms death the situation became still worse. It is true that
in 828 Bonifacio of Tuscany, with a small fleet, whose function was
to protect Corsica and Sardinia, made an attack upon the African
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